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100 Club - Michèle made the draw on Sunday
March 5th and the winner was Bonnie Harris,
Carole’s daughter. It was lovely that Carole,
who had not been well, was in Church to collect
the £10. Remember if you have a ticket or have
yet to buy a ticket you have three chances of
getting your £10 back and one chance of
winning £50. Norman
Weekly Free will Offering Envelopes
The new dated envelopes start on April 2nd.
Regular giving that we can rely on is very
important for the Church budget. In addition to
the envelopes a number of our congregation
donate by a monthly payment into our Bank
Account which is very much appreciated. As
the new financial year starts I must thank all
who help with Church finances by supporting
our fund raising events, shopping with ‘Easy
Fund Raising’, the 100 club etc. If you need
more information on ways to support the
Church or would like to change your current
arrangement please let me know. If you would
like to contact me my email address is
norman.king102@gmail.com. Thank you for
your generosity. Norman
The annual church meetings will be held at St.
Catherine’s after the morning service on
Sunday 14th May. Please put the date in your
diary if you intend to be there.
The first St. Catherine’s open afternoon with
teas will be on Sunday 30th April and thereafter
on the last Sunday of the month until (and
including) October. We look forward to
welcoming you.

Regarding St. James churchyard:-
Notice

Mission and Pastoral Measure 2011
Draft Pastoral Scheme

3 March 2023
‘The Chelmsford Diocesan Mission and

Pastoral Committee has prepared a draft
Pastoral Scheme for:

the transfer of part of the churchyard of the
former parish church of Saint James, West
Tilbury in the diocese of Chelmsford to the
Chelmsford Diocesan Board of Finance for

sale for garden extension purposes..
The draft Scheme is on pages 7 -11 of this
magazine and  the Commissioners’ website
www.churchofengland.org/consultation or you
may obtain a copy from me. Large print and/or
audio copies are available on request.
Anyone may make representations for or
against all or any part of the draft Scheme
(please include the reasons for your views) by
post or, preferably, by email to reach the
Commissioners no later than midnight on
Monday 9 May 2023. Please send your
representation to (e-mail: James Davidson
Brett
james.davidsonbrett@churchofengland.org)
or letter marked for the attention of James
Davidson Brett, Pastoral Division, Church
Commissioners, Church House, Great Smith
Street, LONDON SW1P 3AZ.
(Nathan Whitehead, Head of Service Delivery,
Diocese of Chelmsford, Email:
nwhitehead@chelmsford.anglican.org).

A prayer for all those affected by corona virus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the anxious, be
with those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.



Reflections from The Rectory

Our journey through Lent is almost at an end and we head towards
the events of Holy Week. In many ways this will be the first normal
Easter since I arrived in the parish back in 2019. For the last three
years we have lived with various lockdowns, restrictions and
interruptions to the Service pattern of this holiest of festivals. This
year however we will have the full complement of Holy Week
services for people to attend and I hope that many of you will join
us for as much as possible.

Our Holy Week journey begins on:
Sunday 2nd April – Palm Sunday: Palm Sunday begins the Holy Week journey and we
remember the crowds who welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem with shouts of ‘Hosanna’. They had
hoped for a warrior king but Jesus arrives on a donkey, a symbol of peace, and an indication
that in the Kingdom of God ‘love rules.’
Palm Sunday services at St Catherine’s 10am (Worshipping Together – a Service for all
Ages) & 4.30pm (Holy Communion).
Thursday 6th April – Maundy Thursday: on Maundy Thursday we gather at St Francis for a
‘bring and share Agape Meal with Holy Communion’. As we sit and eat we reflect on the time
that Jesus did the same thing with his friends the disciples for the very last time.
Come along and join us for our Agape Meal with Holy Communion, 6.30pm at St Francis.
Friday 7th April- Good Friday: on Good Friday we come to a time of quiet reflection and the
Last Hour at the Cross Service. Through music, hymns, bible readings, poetry and times of
silence we remember the sacrifice Christ made for us all. The Last Hour Service is at 2pm
at St Catherine’s.
Saturday 8th April – Easter Eve: on Easter Eve the colour, noise and celebration returns to
the Church. The service begins with the church in darkness and the Easter Candle being lit
from a brazier outside the church. By candlelight we recall the story of God’s love for us. When
we come to the ‘gloria’ we fill the church with light, singing and general rejoicing to mark the
moment Christ leaves the tomb.
The Easter Eve Service of Light begins 7.30pm at St Catherine’s.
Sunday 9th April- Easter Sunday: and on Easter Sunday we gather as a Church family to
rejoice in the resurrected Lord and His triumph of love over death.
Join us at 10am at St Catherine’s for our Easter Sunday All-age Holy Communion.
I hope that you will be able to join us for some of these lovely services. I would encourage you
to resist the temptation to jump from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. To truly appreciate all



What’s been happening at St. Francis?

The month of March saw both good and bad news at the St. Francis Centre in Linford. If we
deal with the bad news first. On 21st March, Hollands heating attended to investigate a fault
on the central heating boiler. Unfortunately it was determined that the primary heat
exchanger (essentially the ‘guts’ of the thing) needed to be replaced and a tiny water leak in
the unit was also found. Given that the boiler was installed in September 2009 it has been
decided to have a it replaced and this is scheduled to be done on Thursday 13th April.
Fortunately the weather has been fairly mild and we and our users have been able to
manage with electric fan heaters. Unfortunately, as the new boiler is being installed on a
Thursday the Linford foodbank distribution centre will not open on that day.

The other news is that it was decided to plant six fruit trees in the strip of
grass between the building and Lower
Crescent. The planting was done by members
of the church congregation and by the East
Tilbury Cub Scouts at their meeting on
Wednesday 22nd March. It is amazing just how
happy Cub Scouts are to get ‘down and dirty’
in the cause of environmental improvement!
When they had finished planting - by torchlight
I might add - they finished their meeting in St. Francis with a talk by
Revd. Michèle and some games and activities. Our thanks to the

cubs and their leaders for their help.

The planting took several days and as it progressed passers by in Lower Crescent said how
much they liked the idea. The trees (a cherry, plum, pear, two eating apples and a cooking
apple) were £25 ea and the total cost to the church was £252 which included the stakes and
tree ties. At the time of writing at least three people have made a donation towards the cost
of a tree and if you would like to join them then contact our Treasurer, Norman King.

that Christ suffered for us we need to encounter and embrace the challenge and sadness of
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday as well.
If you cannot join us in person there are still lots of churches and cathedrals that will be
streaming services during Holy Week and over Easter and our weekly newsletter will give you
information about services at Chelmsford Cathedral and on the BBC.
However you plan to celebrate Easter and the new life that it symbolises I wish you and your
families’ happy days in warm sunshine and with every blessing.

Stay safe and keep well, Revd Michèle.



Why Easter will never go away
How do you make sense of the Resurrection? Dead men
don’t rise, so why believe that this particular dead man did
rise?
At the end of St Luke’s gospel we read that: “they still did not
believe it because of joy and amazement” (Luke 24.4). This is
highly significant. The Gospels do not show us a group of dis-
ciples who were in a receptive frame of mind. After the cruci-
fixion, they were in hiding, frightened and scattered. Then
suddenly, they came out of hiding and were totally different;
excited, joyful.  By Pentecost they were confident, with one
firm message: ‘You crucified Jesus, but God raised Him up!’

How did they know this? Because of direct personal experience. Some of them had
visited the tomb of Jesus: it was empty. Others claimed to have seen and touched the
risen Lord. Were they hallucinating? People can hallucinate in groups – when taking
drugs, for example. But of course, each one will see a different hallucination. But the
disciples all saw the same thing. Or rather, the same person.  Jesus.
Were they lying? Jesus had died a humiliating death as a criminal. Perhaps they want-
ed to rescue His good name. So, did they pretend they had seen Him?
This theory has a big problem. Their preaching led them into trouble with the authori-
ties. They were beaten and imprisoned and some of them killed. People will die for
ideas and causes which they believe in passionately. But not for things they have
made up.  We might suffer for our convictions, but we will not suffer for our inventions.
What about the ‘swoon’ theory? That Jesus didn’t die on the cross, despite terrible
wounds? That He recovered in the tomb, and then escaped? That the disciples nursed
Him back to health? But Roman soldiers knew when a man was dead; and there was
the guard on the tomb. Also, the events which followed simply don’t fit. If the disciples
had been hiding Jesus all along, they would have kept very low-key, and out of the
way, so that the authorities did not come after Him again.
Besides, to preach that God had raised Jesus from the dead – which is exactly what
they did preach – would have been a lie. Beatings and threat of death would soon
have loosened their tongues. Inventions crumble under pressure; convictions hold
fast.
Another reason for believing in the Resurrection is this: Jesus’ continuing impact.
Thousands and soon millions of people in every generation since have shared an in-
escapable sense of being ‘accompanied’ through life. Though unseen, they identify
this presence as the Risen Lord.



Sometimes this experience of meeting Jesus is gentle and fitful. Sometimes it is dramatic and
life changing. This reminds us that the resurrection of Jesus is not just an interesting historical
puzzle.  It is a vital, present day reality. It brings wonderful comfort, assuring us of the central
Christian truths: death is dead; Jesus is alive; God is love.
This central notion was captured, most movingly, by the great Albert Schweitzer: ‘He came to
those men who knew Him not. He speaks to us the same word: “Follow thou me,” and sets us
to the tasks which He has to fulfil for our time. He commands. And to those who obey Him,
whether they be wise or simple, He will reveal Himself in the toils, the conflicts, the suffering
which they shall pass through in His fellowship, and, as ineffable mystery, they shall learn in
their own experience who He is.’
Have a joyful – and a challenging – Easter.

And a quote from Charles W. Colson of Watergate infamy………
“I know the resurrection is a fact, and Watergate proved it to me. How? Because 12 men tes-
tified they had seen Jesus raised from the dead, then they proclaimed that truth for 40 years,
never once denying it. Every one was beaten, tortured, stoned and put in prison. They would
not have endured that if it weren't true. Watergate embroiled 12 of the most powerful men in
the world-and they couldn't keep a lie for three weeks. You're telling me 12 apostles could
keep a lie for 40 years? Absolutely impossible.”

‘Speeches that changed the World’
For this year’s Lent course Revd. Michèle suggested that we consider speeches that had
changed the world and the Sunday before the first session she asked us to bring to mind
any people who we thought might have made a speech that fell into this category. The
usual names sprang to mind; Winston Churchill, John F. Kennedy, Martin Luther King and
several others.
However, she took as her source material a book entitled ‘Speeches that changed the
World’ which expanded our knowledge of people who changed the world through their
speeches and campaigning.
In the first session we looked at the speech that Malala Yousafzai gave at the United
Nations. Malala was shot by the Taliban in October 2012 because she was campaigning
for education for girls.
In the second session we considered the speech given by Earl Spencer at the funeral of
Diana, Princess of Wales and thought about how he must have felt in the circumstances
and how carefully considered his words were.
The third person was Susan B. Anthony who was a campaigner for the right of women to
vote in the U.S.A. and we discussed her speech at her trial for voting when she had no
entitlement.
Our next and final session is on Monday 3rd April at St. Francis and all are welcome.













Remembering Corrie ten Boom

It was 40 years ago, on 15th April 1983, that Corrie ten Boom, a
Dutch writer, watchmaker, and Holocaust survivor, died. She
wrote about her experiences in Christian books that became
best-sellers.
Corrie’s family were Calvinist Christians in the Dutch Reformed
Church, and served their neighbourhood by offering shelter,
food and money to the needy. They believed the Jews were
precious to God and that all people were created equal. During
the Second World War, she – and the rest of her family
– helped many Jews and others to escape from the Nazis at
great risk to themselves. She later received the rare accolade
from Israel of being named Righteous Among the Nations.
The Dutch Resistance helped them to build a secret room in their house behind Corrie’s
bedroom, which became known as The Hiding Place – later the title of her most famous
book. The room held six people, had its own ventilation and an alert buzzer, and was
astonishingly successful. It is estimated that about 800 Jews in all were saved through
Corrie’s efforts, which included obtaining at least 100 false ration cards.
Eventually an informer gave them away, and the family were arrested in February 1944 –
though not the six people in the Hiding Place at the time. After months in prison, Corrie
and her sister Betsie were sent to Ravensbrück concentration camp in September 1944,
where they continued to worship and share the message of forgiveness, hope, love, and
salvation. Betsie died in the December, but Corrie was released later that same month,
apparently because of a ‘clerical error’. A week later all the women in her age group were
sent to the gas chambers.
After she was set free, Corrie travelled the world for 33 years, from 1944 to 1977, speaking
in 64 countries. She suffered three severe strokes from August 1978 and died on her 91st

birthday.

Happy Birthday, Cadbury Crème Egg
Cadbury Crème Eggs celebrate their 60th birthday this Spring. They have
a lot to celebrate: the Creme Egg is the best-selling confectionery item
between New Year's Day and Easter in the UK, with annual sales of
more than 200 million eggs, worth about £55 million.
Cadbury Crème Eggs were first created by the British chocolatier Fry’s
in 1963, before being renamed by Cadbury in 1971. 





PARISH DIARY FOR APRIL
All services and events  may be changed in the light

of any COVID developments.
Please see our weekly newsletter for the latest

Information.  It can be found on our
Website: www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk

         1 Apr Church cleaning at St. Catherine’s     10.00am-noon

         2 Apr    Palm Sunday
‘Worshipping Together’ at St. Catherine’s 10.00am
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s    4.30pm

        3 Apr   Bible study and Fellowship Group      10-30am-noon
        5 Apr   Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
        6 Apr Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm
        6 Apr Maundy Thursday Agape Meal with Holy Communion at St Francis  6.30pm
        7 Apr   Good Friday Last Hour at the Cross Service at St Catherine's   2pm
        8 Apr Easter Eve Service of Light at St Catherine's      7.30pm

        9 Apr    Easter Day
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s               10.00am

      12 Apr    Mid-week Holy Communion at St. Francis     10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
      13 Apr  Note: No Foodbank - central heating boiler being installed

      16 Apr   2nd Sunday of Easter
           Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s               10.00am

      19 Apr   Morning Prayer at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support ‘drop-in’   10.30am-noon
   Deanery Synod meeting at St. John’s Tilbury. The speaker is   7.30pm
             Michaela Southworth the Diocesan C.E.O. All welcome.
      20 Apr  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      23 Apr   3rd Sunday of Easter
‘Worshipping Together’ at St. Catherine’s   10.00am

      24 Apr  PCC meeting at St. Francis       2.00pm
      26 Apr    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support ‘drop-in’   10.30am-noon
      27 Apr Foodbank at St. Francis       11.00am-1pm

      30 Apr   4th Sunday of Easter
      Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s               10.00am

www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk


Life Events during March

Baptisms
  5th March   Freya Joan Allaker

Weddings
None

Committal of ashes
None

Funerals
  3 March   Ian Gray
Burials

None

Dear Friends in East Tilbury and Linford,
I would just like to thank you for all the good wishes and prayers that have come
over the airwaves to Chalgrove Oxfordshire wishing me well after a recent car
accident.  I spent ten days in Intensive Care at the John Radcliffe Hospital plus
another ten in Critical Care, every day Bob came in with a bundle of cards,

emails and telephone messages wishing me a speedy recovery.  I am positive that this really
helped me to get home again and back on my feet although I do know it will take a while before
I am fully recovered.  Please continue to hold us both in your prayers.
Best wishes
Marian and Bob (Kuyper)

The Thurrock Gospel Choir
Present an Inter-chuch Celebration for Easter 2023

Featuring the audio-visual worship musical

‘May I never lose the wonder of the cross’
Good Friday -7th at 4pm at the Salvation Army, Clarence Road, Grays
Easter Sunday -9th at 6pm at Sockets Heath Baptist Church, Premier Ave. Grays
Thursday 13th at 7.30pm at Community Church in Defoe Parade, Chadwell-St-Mary
Saturday 15th at 6.30pm at St. Cedd’s, Crammavill Street, Stifford Clays
Sunday 16th at 6pm at Basildon Salvation Army, Fauners (off Cherrydown West) Basildon

Admission free - refreshments available



Chris Ford
44, Northumberland Road

Linford, SS17 0PU
T:   01375 675863
E:   pewtalk@talktalk.net

The Priest in charge
REVD. MICHÈLE MARSHALL
The Rectory
24, Somerset Road, Linford
Stanford-le-Hope
Essex, SS17 0QA.
Telephone: 01375 671754 email: mjmarshall@fastmail.co.uk

PEWTALK Editor

The Services
 1st & 3rd Sunday’s, 10am at St. Catherine’s ‘Worshipping Together’.
 1st Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Catherine’s ‘Holy Communion’.
 3rd Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Francis informal Service of Holy

Communion (Café style).
  2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 10am at St. Catherine’s Holy Communion.

Wednesday 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Francis
For Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals please contact Revd. Michèle Marshall

St. Francis Centre
The centre is available for hire at
very reasonable rates. To discuss
availability please contact:
Revd: Michèle Marshall or

Patricia Strong at:

patricia.a.strong@outlook.com

The Churchwardens
COLIN STRONG T: 07591 708955
E:- warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
KATHY BIRD T: 07920 794716
E:- warden.kathleenbird@yahoo.com
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